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JONAH, Chap. iii. Verſes 4. 5. 


And Jonah began to enter into the City à Day's 
Journey; and be cried, and ſaid, Yet forty Days, 
and Nineveh Hall be over-thrown. So the 
People of Nineveh believed God, and proclaimed a 


Faſt, and put on Sackcloth, from the greateſt even 
to the leaſt of them. 55 


E are here aſſembled, in Conſequence 


N 
TE of an Injunction from the higheſt hu- 


W man Authority, to ſend up our Vows 
and Supplications to the Almighty So- 
vereign of the World; to deprecate 
the Divine Vengeance, ſo juſtly due to 
our manifold and repeated Provocations of it; and 
by Acts of Humiliation and Contrition to endeayour 
to avert thoſe heavy Judgments, which are at this 
Time as deſervedly alarming, as they are imminent. 
We are engag'd in a hazardous and deſtructive War, 
compel'd to it by the Perfidy of an inſalent Enemy: 
We are expos'd not only to the Calamities and Con- 
tingencies, common ta the ſometimes unavoidable 
Diſputes betwixt hoſtile Powers, but are threatew'd 
with all the ſhocking Conſequences of the moſt deſ- 
perate Enmity,—the Subverſion of our Conſtitution, 
—the very Annihilation of our Liberty ; that Con- 
ſtitution, which is founded on the Principles of right 
Reaſon, and Humanity ; that Liberty, which was 
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ſeal'd in the Blood, and delivered down to us by the 
Virtue and Magnanimity of our Free-born Anceſtors. 


A Series of ſome Succeſſes in this hitherto untoward 
War ſeems to have animated the Confidence of our 


Enemy; and the Sword, already fleſh'd by the Am- 


E of ſome of our extreme Members, is decreed to 
plung'd ſtill deeper, and embrued even in our 


very Vitals. Not content with the uſual and allow'd 


Advantages of a juſt War, he has, by the moſt inſi- 
dious Arts of Policy, alienated the Minds of our 
neareſt Allies from us; and by thus treacherouſly 
undermining the Props that ſhould ſu ow our State, 
has left the tottering Fabrick expos'd alone to all the 
ſevereſt Blaſts, and moſt bitter Effects of his Indig- 


nation. He has ſet the Mark of Ruin upon us; and 


in the Pride of ambitious Arrogance, has ſeal'd us for 
DeftruCtion. 
Such is the affecting Diſtreſs of our preſent Situ- 


ation; and our Reſentment bears Proportion to its 


Motives. 
But whilſt we are purſuing thoſe Meaſures, which 


are dictated by an honeſt Zeal for our Country's 


Welfare, let us not deviate from our proper Aim : 
Let us not, through a Narrowneſs of Apprehenſion, 
miſtake the Inſtrument for the Cauſe ; nor be content 
with tracing back the Stream of our Miſeries no higher 
than to the Inſults of our Enemies, when probably 
its Source may be found in our own Depravity. 
When the Almighty Phyſician has prepar'd a Cup of 
\ Bitterneſs for a Sin-ſick People, he often diſpenſes it 
by the Hands of an ignoble Agent, and can make 


the Cruelty of their Enemies the Vehicle of that Me- 


dicine, which is to purge away their Corruptions. 
The ſecrect Actings of Providence are inſcrutable : 
The Hinges, on which its Diſpenſations turn, are ſo 


minute, as to be undiſcernable by human Eyes; and 
| though 
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*though we admire at a Diſtance their aſtoniſhing 
Movements, yet can we not diſcover the Almighty 
Hand that acts upon them. God oftentimes in Mercy 
chaſtiſes his moſt favour'd Children; and can, by the 
Agency of ſecond Cauſes, from Operations ſeemingly 
very rigorous, produce the moſt ſalutary Effects. 
He threatens, with no other View, but to ſave: And, 
were we not blinded by our unreaſonable Prejudices 
and Paſſions, we might generally in the Severity of 
his Judgments diſtinguiſh the Tenderneſs of his Love. 
He makes our Pains productive of our Pleaſures ; 
our Sickneſs of a more confirm'd State of Health: 
From the Thiſtle he extracts Honey for us; and 
often ſends forth the cruel Thunderings of War, as 
the Harbingers of a more happy Peace and Tran- 
quillity. 

This was the Caſe of the Ninevites in my Text. 
This likewiſe may be the Caſe of the afflicted Inhabi- 
tants of theſe Kingdoms, if they do not, through 
their own incorrigible Obſtinacy pervert the Intentions 
of Heaven, and make that a Means of their final 
Ruin, which was intended for their Happineſs and 
_ Prefſervation. 

In the Chapter of my Text we find that Jonah was 
ſent by God to forewarn the People of Nineveh of 
their appreaching Deſtruction, if they did not by a 
ſpeedy Repentance prevent it: Ariſe, ſaid the Lord, 
go unto Nineveh, that great City, and preach unto it 
ihe Preaching that I bid thee : So Jonah aroſe, and 
went into Nineveh, according to the Word of the Lord: * 
Then follow the Words of my Text,—And Jonah 
began to enter into the City a Day's Fourney ; and he 
cried, and ſaid, Yet forty Days, and Nineveh ſhall be 
overthroton. So the People of Nineveh believed God, 


* Jonah iii. 2. 3; 2 
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and proclaimed a Faſt, and put on Sackclath, * the 
greateſt even to the leaſt of them, The Conſequence of 
this Menace from God, and the repentant Reſolu- 


tion of the People, was happy; for we are told 


afterwards, in the laſt Verſe of the Chapter, that God 
| ſaw their Works, that they turned from their evil Way; 
and God repented of the Evil that he had ſaid be wou'd 
ao unto them, and he did it not.“ 
In reading theſe Words, two Things abu offer 
themſclves to our Conſideration : 


Firfl, That it is an uſual Method with God, in 
Order to reclaim a back-ſliding People, to threaten 
them with, and frequently to ſend forth upon them, 
his Judgments. Yet forty Days, (ſaith he, by the 
Mouth of his Prophet Jonah) yet forty Days, and 
Nineveh ſhall be overthrown. 


Secondly, That the Effects of ſuch Menaces are 


often happy to the People threaten'd, by drawing 
their Attention to the tremendous Call, ſo that they 
reſolve to forſake their Sins, and to propitiate their 
angry Creator by Acts of Repentance and Humilia- 
tion: So the People of Nineveh believed God, and 
proclaimed a Faſt, and put on Sackeloth, from the 
greateſt even to the leaſt of them. 

When I have enlarg'd on theſe two Articles, with 
a View all along to our own preſent Afflictions and 
Calamities, the Whole will be clos'd with a ſhort 
Exhortation, naturally ariſing from the Subject, and 
ſuitable to the Occaſion of our preſent Meeting. 


Firſt then, it is an uſual Method with Providence, 
in order to reclaim a back-ſliding People, to threaten 
them with, and frequently to ſend forth upon them, 

his Judgments, He not only threatens,” but executes 
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likewiſe, when the gracious Overtures of Mercy are 


ſlighted, and the Hearts of hardened Sinners are fully 
ſet in them to do evil. The Book of God is full of 


innumerable Inſtances of this Kind, wherein the moſt 
ſurpriſing Revolutions, and oftentimes the utter Sub- 
verſion of powerful Kingdoms and Countries, may be 
aſcrib'd to the impenitent Obduracy of the People, 
and the ſlighting thoſe premonitory Hints of Venge- 
ance, which God has in Mercy vouchſaf d to ſend 
them. Thus was the Antediluvian World deſtroy'd, 
through the incorrigible Wickedneſs of its Inhabi- 


tants:— And the Lord ſaid, my Spirit ſhall not always 
ſtriue with Man :— And God ſaw, that every Imagin- 


ation of the Thoughts of Man was only Evil continually : 
And the Lord ſaid, I will deſtroy Man, whom 1 
have created, from the Face of the Earth. * The 
woful Doom of Sodom and Gomorrah is an Example 


too glaring, to need much enlarging upon. God 


threatens, and ſends a Famine upon Iſrael, for the 


Wickedneſs of Abab. T Baaſha ſmote the whole 


Houſe of Feroboam, until he had deſtroy d him, accord- 
ing to the Saying of the Lord. \ And to ſhew the 
equal Diſtribution of the Almigbiy's Judgments, the 
very ſame Threat'nings did he ſend to Baaſha himſelf 
for his Sins; and it was accordingly executed by his 
Servant Zimri; and his Houſe was made like the Houſe 
of Jeroboam, the Son of Nebat, | Thus were the 
Dregs of that Cup, which God had caus'd this wicked 
Prince to adminiſter to his Predeceſſor, reſerv'd for 
the Puniſhment of his own Enormities. A melan- 
choly Example this, as well of the Impartiality of 
God's Diſpenſations, as of the low Eſtimation in which 


he holds many of the Great wicked Ones of the 


* Geneſis vi. 3. 5. 7. + 1 Kings, xvii. $ Chap. xv. 
|| Chap. xvi. 8 5 
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World : He ſetteth up One, and pulleth down Another : 
He ſetteth him up, not as being a peculiar Favourite, 


but to make Him the Inſtrument of his Vengeance 
upon the Other: He employs him as a Beeſom, to 


_ cleanſe away the Filthineſs of Jrael, which (when the 


Purpoſe is executed) is itſelf ignominiouſly caſt into 
the Fire. We read likewiſe, that in the Rebellion of 
Korah, Dathan, and Abiram, againſt Moſes, although 
the great Law-giver reafon'd with them concerning, 
the probable Effects of their Preſumption, and. gave 
them the ſtrongeſt Intimations of its, deadly Conſe- 
quences, yet did they perſiſt, to their Deſtruction: 
The Earth opened, at the Command of the Lord; 
they went down alive into the Pit, and the Earth cloſed 


upon them; and they periſhed from among the Congre- 


gation. $ But a more ſtriking Inſtance {till of the 
punctual Execution of God's Threatnings was, that 
Moſes himſelf, his Darling, and Vice-gerent over his 
choſen People, and Aaron likewiſe, both died, and 
were not ſuffered to enter the promifed Land, becauſe 
they rebelled againſt God's Word at the Waters of 
Meribab; becauſe (ſaid the Lord, when he pro- 
nounced their Sentence) ye treſpaſſed againſt me among 
the Children of Iſrael, at the Waters of Meribah- 
Kadeſh, in the Wilderneſs of Zin ; becauſe ye ſanctiſied 


me not in the midſt of the Children of Iſrael. No 


more Examples need be adduc'd, I think, from ſacred 
Hiſtory, unleſs we juſt hint at the Woe pronounc'd 
by our Saviour againſt Chorazin, Bethſadia, and Ca- 
pernaum, for their Impenitency ; and' that pathetick 


Exclamation of his over the Holy City ;-—all theſe 


Things (lays he) ſhall come upon this Generation. O Je- 
ruſalem, Jeruſalem | How often wou d I have gather d 
thy Children together, as -a Hen gathereth her Chicken 


Numb. xvi. 33. Deut. xxxii. 51. ” 7 
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ande, ber Wi ings? And ye wound not. Behold, your 


Houſe is left unto you deſolate. * _ 
Theſe are tertifying Specimens of God's righteous 


Wrath againſt thoſe obſtinate Offenders, who preſume 


to overlook his Admonitions and Warnings ; who 


with their Eyes open upon the different Proſpects of 
the Threatnings and Promiſes of Heaven, add Impe- 


nitency to their Sins, and Obduracy to their Rebellion; 


and of whom I ſhall ſay no more, but that Thoſe on- 


ly who avoid their Guilt; can poſſibly efcape their 
Puniſhment. - Theſe are alarming Notices indeed of 
the Almighty's Diſpleaſure; ſuch as he is fometimes 


pleaſed to give us, in order to awaken our Attention 


the more effectually. His common Methods of pro- 
ceeding againſt Individuals, or the more obſcure Part 


of Mankind, are generally unregarded and unobſerv'd 


by us; but when great Cities are thrown down, 
mighty Princes abas'd, or the Conſtitution of a pow- 


_ erful Government ſubverted; then are we in Earneſt 


rous'd. As the ſudden Appearance, and excentric 
Wanderings of a Comet are apt to ſtrike us more 
forcibly, than all the noble Arrangement and exquiſite 
Beauty of the Stars and Conſtellations, that are con- 
tinually obvious to our Obſervation. 

Various are the Methods which the God of Nations 
has Recourſe to, when he wou'd make them ſenſible 
of his Diſpleaſure. Sometimes from the Phzals of his 


Wrath be pours forth a Peſtilence upon them, that he 
might make them fick of their Iniquity : Sometimes 


a Famine; in order to ſtarve them out of it : But 
more frequently he unkennels the Blood-Hounds of 
Mar, to worry them into their Duty, or elſe to hunt 
_ to their Deſtruction. 


Marth xxiii. * 37. 38. 
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Such is the Viſitation, with which he is pleas'd, in 
his Wiſdom, at this Time to alarm this once happy 
Iland. Diſtinguiſhed as we have been, for ſome 
Ages, by the peculiar Bleſſings of Heaven, and feaſt- 
ing our pamper'd Carcaſſes on the fuller Meſs of Ben- 


jamin, we have (like Jeſpurun) waxed fat, and kicked ; 


Our manifold Sins and Ingratitude cry aloud for Ven- 
geance; we have, as it were, plucked at it with both 
our Hands, and it is fitting that it ſhou'd cruſh us, 
The Stench of our Vices hath aſcended into the Noſ- 
trils of the Almighty : We have (like the Ancients of 
Ifrael) done our Deeds in the Dark, every Man in the 
Chambers of his Imagery, for we ſay, the Lord ſeeth 
not us; the Lord hath forſaken the Earth. * Not- 
withſtanding his Numberleſs and repeated Admoni- 
tions, yet have we refuſed to hearken ; and pulled away 
the Shoulder, and ſtopped our Ears; yea, we made our 


Heart as an Adamant Stone, leſt we ſhould hear the 
Law :. Therefore cometh a great Wrath from the Lord 


of Hoſts + e 
To enumerate all the ſeveral Inſtances of God's 
Threatnings and Judgments on this Nation, at the 


different Periods in which they have been felt, wou'd 


be as difficulr, as to recount all our ſeveral Provoca- 
tions. Without enlarging on the Calamities intro- 
duc'd here by the Invaſions of Foreigners, before, and 
ſoon after the Eſtabliſhment of Chriſtianity amongſt 
us; without inſiſting upon our Sufferings from the 
Romans, and Danes, and Saxons; without dwelling on 
all the complicated Horrors of Civil Diſtractions, in 


the bloody Conteſts between the two Roſes; or the 
later Tragedies of K. Charles the fir his Reign; let 


us confine our Views to thoſe more intereſting Pak 


ſages in our Hiſtory, which bear a nearer Reſemblance 


* Ezek. viii. 12. + Zech. vil. 11, 12. 
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to the Misfortunes that at preſent threaten us — 
mean, the Miſchiefs of Popery. 

To explain to you the Principles of that cruel 
Religion, and to deſcribe all the Calamities that it has 
occaſioned in this Kingdom, ſince we firſt withdrew 


from its abominable Communion, wou'd tire your 


Patience, though it ſhou'd raiſe your Indignation. 
Although we acknowledge it to be the Hand of God 
that directed it, yet can we not think, without Terror, 


on the bloody Inſtrument, with which he thought 
| 23 to chaſtiſe us. Can we, without extreme 


motion, read of the ſanguinary Reign of Queen 
The burnt Sacrifices which that bigotted Prin- 


ceſs offer d unto Baal? the Martyrdoms of our learned 


and conſcientious Prelates, who wou'd not admit 4 
Delufion to believe @ Lie; who refus'd to ſhackle their 
Reaſon with the Bonds of Superſtition ; and who 
nobly diſdain'd- to quit the clear 19 of Evangelical 
Truth, for a Mytery of Iniquiiy? Murders, and 
every Species of wanton Cruelty, were then ſanctified 


with the Name of Zeal: Fire and Faggot were ſubſti- 


tuted for Argument aud Conviction: The grim Face of 


Tyranny aſſum'd the Maſk of Religion; and at the 


Fire of Hell was lighted up the Torch of Perſecution, 
Thus was this Female Nimrod permitted to glut her 
Thirſt for Blood, and with a pious Kind of Frenzy to 
ſcatter: Arrows and Death around her Kingdom; till 


God in his good Time remov'd the Scourge by her 


Death, and made Way for thoſe Bleſſings which at - 
tended the Reign of her immortal Succeſſor. 
Can a virtuous Engliſhman reflect, without trem- 


bling, on theſe paſt Scenes of Horror? No ſurely, 


Can he then think, with any Degree of Patience, of 


_ the ſame Scenes again reviv'd ?—And yet re- 


v'd they muſt be, ſhou'd God in his Anger permit 
_ preſent Enemy to prevail againſt us. The Tra- 
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gedy will be the ſame, although the Agors are chang'd; 
which, inſtead of a Set of virulent Engliſh Cathbolick 
Clergy, with a bloody Bonner at their Head, will be 


a French Army, led on by a French General; and the 
Prompters, the Pope, with his bleſſed Conclave of 


Cardinals. 
If this ſlight ſketch of Popery bu not ſufficient to a- 


larm, and make us conſider it as one of the bittereſt 
of God's Scourges, let us caſt our Eyes for a Mo- 


ment, on that accurſed Series of Plots, Conſpiracies, 
and impious Machinations, that it was perpetually. 


forming againſt the incomparable Elizabeth. All thoſe 


refin'd Arts of wicked Policy, by which this Anti- 


chriſt is ſo diſtinguiſhed, were exhauſted againſt Her; 
the whole Thunder of the Vatican was pointed at her 
Head; her Subjects were abſolv'd from their Allegi- 


; ance, and enjoin'd to deſtroy her. And when theſe 


ſecret Arts of Treachery faiPd of their Effect, open Vi- 
olence was us'd: The Spaniſh Armada was ſent forth 
againſt her, dub'd invincible by the Infallibility of the 
Pope himſelf: of which formidable Armament each 
Ship was a Pandora's Bax, fraught with every Mil- 


chief that impious Malice cou'd contrive, to ſhock 
the Senſe of Humanity. Shackles, Racks, Whips, 


and every Hell- wrought Engine of Cruelty, that in- 
genious Villainy cou'd frame, were prepar'd for this 
devoted Nation. But, This was no more than a 
Threatning from the Lord: He withdrew the Scourge, 
and cruſh'd theſe Miniſters of his Vengeance under the 
Weight of their own Devices. 

And let us not in this Inſtance, dare to unpack the 
Equity of his Diſpenſations, upon a Preſumption of 
the Uprightneſs of this excellent Queen, and the Pu- 
rity of her Views in the Eſtabliſhment of the true Re- 
ligion, God ſeeth not as Man ſeeth: He doubtleſs 
obſerved ſome Blemith in our Reformation, not obvi; 
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ous to our own Sight : His all- ſearching Eye diſco? 
ver'd ſome Defect in our new- model'd Conſtitution, 
that ſtill wanted Amendment; ſome latent Corrupti- 
ons, not yet ſufficiently purg'd away; or ſome dar- 
ling Vices and Luſts, from which we had not abſo- 


lutely divorc'd ourſelves. Or elſe perhaps, puffed up 


with an over-weening Conceit of our Happineſs, on 
being deliver'd from the Bonds of Papiſtical Tyran- 


ny, we, in the Wantonneſs of Proſperity, forgot the 
Hand that broke them. God therefore, on beholding 


the Tree that he had juſt planted, become too luxu- 
riant, choſe in this Manner to prune it (as it were) 
and lop off all Superfluity of Naughtineſs. | 

In the ſame Light ſhou'd we likewiſe conſider that 


execrable Enterprize of the Cazholicks, in the Reign of 


James the Firf.. The Gunpowder Plot was a Fury moſt 
certainly hatch'd in Hell, foſter'd up in that Nurſery 
of Abominations, the Court of Rome, and ſent from 
thence to breath Havock and Deſolation upon the In- 
babitants of this envied Iſland. But the God of Ter- 
rors, in this Inſtance likewiſe, as ſoon as his ſecret 


Purpoſes ( whatever they were) were executed, did fol- 


Jaw. the Dictates of his Mercy: He ſhook the Rod 
over us, and was appeaſed. 

I ſhall ſhock your Ears with but one more Fax 
ple of Popiſh Treachery and Cruelty ; I mean the 
Maſlacre in Ireland. More than three hundred Thou- 


| ſand miſerable Proteſtants were murder'd in cold Blood 


by thoſe Chriſtian Pagans; and the whole Tragedy 
was perform'd with ſuch Circumſtances of wanton 
Wickedneſs, as it is impoſſible for me to deſcribe, — 


and. I tremble to reflect on it. And all this Villainy 


Was perpetrated, under Pretence of doing God Ser- 
vice. Bloody Cannibals! Barbarous Butchery ! As if 
the all-gracious Father of Mankind expected from the 


cal of his Children, that they ſhou'd ſtrip themſelves. 
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of their Humanity; or as if his Glory cou'd really be 
promoted by thus impiouſly mangling his own divine 


Image and Reſcmblance, _ | 
Such are the Terrors and Judgments of an angry 
God! Such likewile are the ſubordinate Agents that 


he employs to execute his Vengeance on a ſinful Peo- 


ple, when by any notorious, or conceal'd Acts of 
Diſobedience, they have provok'd him! But, what 
is ſtill more intereſting with Regard to yourſelves, 
ſuch Il grieve to ſpeak it ——but, ſuch is the Rod 
of Iron, which at this very Time is forging on the An- 
vil, for your own Iniquities. You ſee what your An- 
ceſtors have ſuffered on ſimilar Occaſions : And if an 
Increaſe of Guilt deſerves an Increaſe of Puniſhment, 
what are you now to expect? Let your Enemies; 
the French, inform you; I cannot. But of This 
be aſſured, that as Ye do not pretend to more Virtue, 
ſo cannot we expect more Favour, than our Fore- 
fathers, ſhou'd God for our Sins permit a victorious 
Popiſh Enemy to lord it over us. | 

Theſe, you will ſay, are moſt alarming Notices, 
moſt fearful Judgments ; how are they to be prevent. 
ed, or avoided? Even by Repentance, and Hu- 
miliation. This is the | 


Second Thing I am to ſpeak to. Let us then, in 
Imitation of the Ninevites in my Text, pay a proper 


Attention to the tremendous Call, and reſolve to for- 


ſake our Sins; let us endeavour to propitiate our 


angry Creator by Acts of Penitence and Contrition 
So the People of Nineveb believed God, and proclaim- 


ed a Faſt, and put on Sackclotb, from the Greateſt even 


to the leaſt of them, 3 L 
And in this Solemnity of Faſling, we muſt not be 


content with humbling our Bodies; our very Souls 


muſt be afflicled for our Sins, Let the Courſeneſs of 


the Sackcloth penetrate to our Hearts ; let it fret them 


to 
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to a proper Degree of Senfibility, and wipe away our 
inward Impurities. If we thus ſan#ify our Faſt; if 
Wwe ſeek unto God thus betimes, and make our Supplica- 
tion to the Almighty ; ſurely he will now awake for us, 
and make the Habitation of our Righteouſneſs proſper- 


ou. Thus did Samuel pray for 1/rael, when the 
_ Philiſtines pour'd in upon them. F Thus did David, 


in his Diſtreſs, pray unto God to turn the Counſel of 
Achitophel into Fooliſhneſs. & Thus, when an Hoſt 
of an hundred Thouſand came againſt Judab, Aſa 
cried unto the Lord his God, and ſaid, Lord, it is 
nothing unto Thee to belp.| Thus likewiſe when a 
great Multitude march'd againſt Fehoſaphat, he feared, 
and ſet himſelf to ſeek the Lord, and proclaimed a 
Faſt, and ſaid, O Lord God of our Fathers, if, when 


Evil cometh upon us, as the Sword, Judgment, or Peſti- 


lence, or Famine, we ſtand before this Houſe, and in 
thy Preſence, and cry unto Thee in our Affidlion, then 
thou wilt hear and help. FF And thus Laſtly, (for 
it wou'd be endleſs to cite every Example that occurs 
in Scripture) thus, I ſay, has God put it into the 
Heart of our own moſt gracious King, to proclaim 
a Day of Humiliation for himſelf, and his loyal, 
though ſinful People. And as he is not Second to 
Him in his Virtues, ſo let us beſeech the Almighty to 
crown him with the Succeſſes of Jeboſapbat. g 

On Occaſions ſimilar to this, either in the Begin- 
ning of a War, or under ſome ſignal Viſitation, it 
has been cuſtomary with People of all Nations and 
Religions, to have Recourſe to ſome pious Ceremo- 
nies; to enquire at the Oracles of Heaven concern- 
ing its Event, and to intereſt their Deities in their Be- 
half. In ſuch Emergencies as theſe, the Mabometans 


X Job viii. 6, 7. + 1 Sam. ix. 9. 8 2 Sam. xv. 31. 


2 Chron. xiv. 9, &c. 1 Chap. xx. 9. | 
| - © conſult 
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conſult theit Mufti, or Chief Prieſt. And the af 
tient Heathens, the Romans and Greeks, endeavoured 
by Sacrifices, and other Religious Rites, to propitiate 
their Gods, and procure a Bleſſing on the Conduct of 
their Wars. And not only by external Ceremonies, 


but by the real and inward Sacrifices of the Heart. 


A Paſſage from an old Greek Poet ( Menander) is quo- 
ted by Euſebius, to this Purpoſe; In vain, fays he, 


do Men endeavour to obtain the Favour of the Gods by © 


their coſtly Sacrifices ; if they wou'd really procure their 
Favour, let them reverence and love them with their 
Hearts; and be holy and good in their Converſations. 
Seneca, in an Epiſtle, where he is ſpeaking of exter- 
nal Reverence, and outward Worſhip ſays, the Am- 
Bition of Men may be taken with ſuch Formalities; bus 
He only can truly Worſhip God, who knows him: And 
in another a he adds, Wou'd you make the Gods 
propitious to you ? Reſolve to be Good, And Tully; 
one of the greateſt Lights of the Heathen World; 
ſcruples not to aſcribe the long uninterrupted Courſe 
of the Roman Glory; and all the Succeſſes of their 
Arms, to their regular Piety, and their unreſerv'd 
Submiſſion to the Will of the Gods. Nor are St. Au- 
ſtin, and Lactantius, aſhamed to confirm this Senti- 
ment of the Orator, by the Sanction of their ied 
Teſtimony. 


Let theſe Examples of religious Heatheni/m animate 


our Zeal. Or rather, let it not for Shame be ſaid; 


that from the Darkneſs of Pagan Wiſdom, we are to 


borrow Rules for o Conduct through the more en- 
lighten'd Paths of Revelation. Tell it not in Gath 


publiſh it not in the Streets of Aſkalon.— Let us lay the 


Ax to the Root of our Vices; and the deeper that Root 
has penetrated, Jet our Efforts to extirpate it be the 


more vigorons. And ſurely, if we are (according to 


Virgil 1 to judge of its ſubterraneous Growth down 
Wards, 
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wards, by its proportionable Elevation above Ground, 


ſome of its Fibres muſt have reach'd almoſt to Hell 


itſelf. Let not even the beſt of us flatter ourſelves 
with the Hope of Immunities, or particular Exemp- 
tions from the threaten'd Calamity, on Account of 
our own perſonal Uprightneſs. Let us not too fondly 
boaſt of our being of the Number of the Tex righteous, 
We are all equally Fellow Citizens, and ſhall equally 
ſhare (if not in the Guilt, yet) in the Miſery and De- 
ſtruction of our Sodom. A French Sword, and a 
Romiſh Inquiſition, will make no Diſtinction of Per- 
ſons. It will be a ſufficient Motive for their Cruel- 
ties, that we are Engliſhmen, and Proteſtants. Let 
us all therefore jointly unite in forwarding the great 
Work of Repentance ; let us unanimouſly humble 
ourſelves for the crying Sins of the whole Nation : 
Let the Prieſt, and the People weep between the Porch 
and the Altar, and ſay, Save thy People, O Lord, and 
let not thine Heritage be brought io Confuſion. Let us 
beſeech him for all, and each of thoſe peſtilent Vices, 


that make this corrupted Country ſtink, and become 
a Reproach to all that are round about us. For our 
| Infidelity, our Luxury, our Pride, Avarice, Venality, 


and that univerſal Spirit of Prophaneneſs, that ſeems 
to actuate the whole Body of the Publick. ; 

As to the firſt of theſe, Infidelity, it is a melancholy 
Truth, but true it is, that Knowledge, or Learning, 
which ſhou'd exalt the Soul of Man, is, by a prepo- 
ſterous Perverſion of its Nature, made ſubſervient to 
the Purpoſes of this Vice. We of this Age and 
Nation make higher Pretences than common to a 
greater Univerſality in our intellectual Accompliſh- 
ments: But there is a Viſdom which leadeth to Folly, 


as well as a Wiſdom to Salvation. The great Sir 


Francis Bacon has obſerv'd, that à /ittle Philoſophy in- 
clineth Men's Minds to Atheiſm ; but Depth in Philo- 


 ſophy bringeth them about to Religion. It is very 
poſſible to err in our intellectual Reſearches, and miſs 


: "RED our 


——. 
(618) 


F our Way. But let us not be wilfully blind, and 

B wander in the devious and intricate Labyrinths of a 

falſe Philoſophy, 'till we have loſt our Reaſon, and our 

ſureſt Guide, our Faith. Lis ſometimes as dangerous 

1 to know too much, as to know too little. This was 
| the Bait with which the Devil tempted our common 
Mother Eve: Her debauch'd Fancy greedily ſuck'd 

In the delicious Poiſon ; and whilſt ſhe fondly hop'd 
to be elevated above the Angels, ſhe was ſunk to a 
Degree almoſt as low as that of the Brutes. 

Some of us, on the other Hand, are content with 
ſkimming the Surface of the Stream of Knowledge, 
without diving to the Bottom. This likewiſe has an 
equal Tendency to Infidelity. In this Caſe, we fail of 

6 | our wiſh'd-for Attainments, through too much Lazi- 
neſs, or too much Timidity. We equally dread the 
Difficulties in our Road to true Learning, and true 
Religion, as we do the Reception they wou'd give us, 
were we to arrive at them, We are apprehenſive of 
the Severity of their Natures, ſhou'd we enter into 
too ſtrict an Intimacy with them, and of the rough 
Treatment they wou'd give to ſome of our darling 
Luſts and Corruptions. Thus the Wits and fine Gen- 
tlemen of the Age behave in their Sczentifick, and Moral, 
as one of them did lately in his Military Capacity. 
They will ſport and divert themſelves at the Foot of 
the Rock of Knowledge and Religion, but dare not 
advance higher; and they fear as much, in one In- 
ſtance, to make an arduous Attack upon the Summit, 
as they do, in the other Inſtance, to approach the 
Dangers of a Siege, or the Thunderings of à Sea En- 
gagement. 

Thus does it fare with much of our modern, our 
faſhionable Learning; for which, and its Effects, I 
mean Atheiſm, and Infidelity, good Lord, pardon us; 
good Lord, deliver us from them. 

g "Let us entreat him likewiſe for our enormous 
| Turur y, and YVoluptuouſneſs at our Tables 3 leſt in Time 


the 
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„„ < 
the Senſuality of ſome of our gluttonous Great Ones 
ſhou'd devour the very Vitals of the Community.— 
Delirant Reges, plectuntur Achivi. 
Let us beſeech him for that Spirit of Vanity and 
Expenſiveneſs, that emulous Pride in Equipage and 
Dreſs, which has almoſt confounded every Diſtinction 
of Rank and Condition ; which makes the ambitious 
Peaſant ape the Follies and Splendor of his Superiors, 
and tread upon the Courtier's Heel ; which cauſes the 
Muſhrooms of Fortune proudly to erect their Heads, 
and the Worms produc'd by the fattening Slime of 
the overflowing Nile, to affect the ſhining Gawdinels 
of Funo's Peacock, Let us correct theſe Extravagan- 
cies, before we are Bankrupts both in our Fortunes, 
and our Modeſty ; before we have Cauſe to exclaim 
(with the Prophet) Jeruſalem is ruin'd! Judah is 
fallen ! becauſe the Daughters of Zion are haughty, and 
walk with ſlretched-forth Necks ; therefore the Lord 
ſhall ſmite with a Scab; the Lord will take away the 
Bravery of their tinkling Ornaments.* «k 
Let us not forget to petition for the execrable 
Venality of almoſt all Ranks and Orders amongſt us; 
Venality, —that Devil, which tempts us to bring our 
Integrity and Conſciences to Market ; and by whoſe 
Means the Candidates at our Borough Elections obtain 
the Diſpoſal, not only of the Votes, but (alas for their 
abandon'd Wickedneſs !) of the very Souls of their 
corrupted Conſtituents. ES 
Let us ſolemnly repent of, and reſolve to divorce 
from our Hearts, the inordinate Paſſion that we ex- 
preſs for all thoſe enervating Gratifications, which are 
compris'd under the Word Pleaſure. This is the 
accurs'd Syren, that with her enchanting Songs lulls 
us into ſuch a State of criminal Security, and Inatten- 
tion, that we ſhip-wreck our Virtue, and our Reaſon 
too, This is the Dalilab, that lies cloſeſt in our 


„ Iſaiah iii. 8, 9, Kc. 
"3 Boſoms, 


( 20 ) 


Boſoms, ſooths us with her ſoft Allurements, and 
ſhears from us our beſt Strength: The treacherous 
Judas, that, in the very Act of Kiſſing, betrays us. 
One of the nobleſt Compoſitions that ever came 
from the Royal Pen of David, was that Pſalm, in 
which he numbers up the ſeveral Sins and Provoca- 


tions of Jſrael. Let us, in this, imitate his great 


Example. Let us, in our Minds, catalogue'our ſe- 
veral Vices ; and after having beg'd Forgiveneſs for 
all, and each of them, as they ſtand recorded on the 
black Liſt, let us, on this ſolemn Day of Humilia- 
tion, offer them up as a Sacrifice on the Altar of 
Repentance, 

But the moſt acceptable Oblation, equivalent to an 
Hecatomb of common Vices, wou'd be our Civil Diſ⸗ 
cord, our Pariy Diſputes. By Means of this Vice it 
is, that we have, for ſo many Years, been guilty of 


a Kind of Political Swicide, and tearing / out our own 
Bowels. By this it is, that we have diſorder'd every 


Wheel in the Machinery of Civil Government; and 


are doing the Work of our Enemies ready to their 


Hands. By this we counter act the gracious Deſigns 
of God himſelf, nor will we ſuffer his Workings | in 
our Favour to become effectual. 


Can we therefore be ſurpriz'd at his Anger? Can 
we wonder that he has deſerted this unhappy Nation, 


and abandon'd it to the Suggeſtions of its own Per- 
verſeneſs? He ſeems indeed to have infatuated us; 
— 2 Jupiter vult perdere, dementat prius) and 
to deliver us up as an eaſy Prey to our Enemies. Since 
the Commencement of 'this ill-fated W ar, ever 

Thing has gone awry. Our Counſels have, in gene- 
ral, been confuſed ;z and even our beſt-laid Schemes 
Fruſtrated.” Bradoct has been beaten in America; and 
Byng, in the Mediterranean. Our Armies, and Fleets, 
ſeem to have loſt their Powers; or if they do- ſtrike, 


it is only at the Air. And we are ſearching in the 


ff ppoſed Treachery, or Cawardice, of our * 
Or 
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for That, which perhaps can be found only in that 
Divine Deſertion, that Spiritual Dereliction that/l have 
been ſpeaking of. 

Let us then by. our moſt unfeigned Repentance, and 
earneſt Supplications, ſolicit a Return of the Al- 
mighty's Favour. Let us beſeech him to blot out our 
Iniquities from the Book of his Remembrance, and to 
put forth his Right Hand, and fave us. Then may 
we ſay, (with Micah) Rejoice not againſt me, O mine 
Enemy; *though I fall, I ſball riſe: God retaineth 
not his Anger for ever: Becauſe he delighteth in Mercy, 
he will turn again; he will have Compaſſion upon us, * 

God of Wiſdom, inſpire the Hearts of our Counſel- 
lors and Governors, that their whole Policy may be 
directed to our Profit, and to thy Glory. God of 
Hoſts, put on our Armies thine own Armour of 
Righteouſneſs ; Steel the Breaſts of our Soldiers with 
a Religious Impenetrability, that ſo they may fight 
manfully, in Defence of the beſt King, and the beſt 
Conſtitution, that ever exiſted. God of Mercies, look 
graciouſly down on our Sufferings, and redreſs our 
Complaints: Reſtore that Plenty, which thou in thine 
Anger haſt remov'd from us, by Means of the preſent 
unuſual Scarcity of our Grain. Impregnate our Val- 
lies with thy Divine Spirit, that ſo, in the enſuing 
Harveſt, they may ſtand thick with Corn, and that we, 
as well as they, may laugh and ſing, a 


So much for the two principal Articles, that I 
| propos'd at firſt to ſpeak to. I ſhall exerciſe your 
Patience no longer, than whilſt I give you a ſhort 
Exhortation, naturally ariſing from the Subject, and 
{uitable to the Occaſion. e 


The Roman Conſul, C. Flaminius, when block'd 
up by Hannibal, near the Lake Thraſymene, {aid thus to 
| # Micah vii. 8, Kc. 

1 his 


a - ry” — 4 O-S 


(22) 


his genden 1 You muſt not expect to eſcape from this 
Place, by the Help of Vows only, and Prayers to the 
Gods; no; it is by Courage, and Strength, that we 
muſt cut ourſelves a Way through the Midſt of our 


Enemies, The Aſſiſtance of the Gods (ſays Cato in 
Saluſt) will not be obtain'd by lazy Vows, and Womaniſh 
Complaints : Vigilance only, and our own laborious En- 
deavours, can procure us Succeſs. Let the Examples 
of theſe two noble Heathens animate us. Blame me 


Not, if for a Moment I quit my Poſt, as a Preacher, 


and incroach upon the Military Province. I know 
that—Lacryme, et Preces, ſunt Arma Ecclęſiæ; that 
a Chriſtian Prieſt has little Buſineſs with Carnal Wea- 
pons: But for once, let my Zeal be my Excuſe. 

St. Paul tells us, we may be angry, and fin not. I 


do not pretend to ſuggeſt to every particular Man, 


when are the proper Times and Occaſions to indulge 
this Paſſion of Anger: His own Judgment, and the 
Nature of thoſe Objects which excite his Indignation, 
will be his beſt Adyiſers. But if ever there is a Time, 
when it ought to be univerſally recommended, and 
inſpir'd into the Hearts of a whole People, as one of 
the greateſt of Virtues, ſurely this preſent Juncture 


mou'd be thought ſuch, by every one who has the 


Happineſs to be born a Subject in heſe Kingdoms. 
At a Time when we are threaten'd with an Invaſion 
from an inſolent and perfidious Enemy; when our 


Religion, Liberties, and all that is moſt dear to us, 


are thus openly attack'd, we may not only be angry, 
and fin not, but it ought to be conſider'd as one of the 
greateſt | of Sins, to be otherwiſe than angry. In the 
calm Sunſhine of Peace, nothing ſets forth the Dignity 
of Human Nature more, than modeſt Stilneſs, and 
decent Humility ; but in the tempeſtuous Roughneſs 
of War, our Spirits ought to ſympathize with the 


Occaſion, and every other Paſſion ſhou'd be ſwallow'd 


up in the more Predominant one of Anger. 
It 
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It is believ'd that your Governors propoſe ſoon to 
form /ome of you into a Militia : If fo, remember that 
you are Men, and Engliſhmen, and behave accord- 
ingly. Suffer not a foreign Tyrant to force himſelf. 
upon you, whoſe very Religion teaches him to deſtroy 
you. Shall we tamely ſee our moſt excellent Laws 
ſet aſide, to make Way for others, that are to be 
dictated by an Arbitrary Legiſlature? And ſhall we 
ſuffer our moſt pure Religion once more to be defil'd 
with the Filthineſs of Popery, which coſt our brave 
Fore-fathers ſo much Treaſure and Blood to eſtabliſh ? 
In a Word, ſhall we live to ſee what, (Thanks be to 
Heaven, an Engliſhman has never yet ſeen) our dear 
Country groaning under the deteſtable Yoke of igno- 
minious Slavery ? No; rather let all the Faculties of 
our Bodies, and our very Souls be converted into 
Wrath : And, as we are bid in Scripture, at the Ap- 
proach of Peace, to turn our Swords into Plowfhares, 
and Scythes ; ſo now, if Need be, let our Scythes and 
Plowſhares be ſharpen'd into Swords, to be the Inſtru- 
ments of a juſt Fury, and to execute the Commands 
of an honeſt Indignation. 

But I wou'd not be underſtood to recommend ſuch 
a Degree of Anger at this Time, as quite to exclude 
the Senſe of every other Paſſion. We ought to be 
cautious againſt, and apprehenſive of, every the worſt 
Conſequence that may attend an Enemy's being vic- 
torious, Every Attempt of his ſhou'd create in us 
Fear; but then it ſhou'd be ſuch a Fear, as may 

ſupply us with the better Means, and the greater 
Courage to reſent it. Let us alarm our Imaginations 
with all the grim Terrors of a War at our very Doors : 
Let us repreſent to our Minds the cruel Inſolence of 
an Enemy trampling on the helpleſs Age of our vene- 
rable Parents; and wantonly rioting in the Virtue of 
deflower'd Virgins: Let us fancy to ourſelves the 
horrid Proſpect of his embruing his Hands in the 
Blood of innocent Infants, while their frantick 2 

thers 
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Now to God the Father, Se. 
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chers (as the Wives of Fewry did to Herod's Soldiers) 


throw out their fruitleſs Prayers to the unrelenting 
Murtherers, and ſcream for Mercy, which they are 
ſure of not obtaining. So far ſhol'd we in this Caſe 
admit the Paſſion of Fear: Such Fear as this will be 


a Spur to our Wrath, and add Vigour to our Cou- 


rage. The Degus of our Enemies we may be allow'd 
to fear, and guard againſt, though we deſpiſe their 


Perſons. Thoſe that we have now to deal with, are 


ſuch as we ſcarce ever yet ('till the 4% War) oppos' d, 
without putting to Flight; ſuch as we have ſeldom 
rais'd our Hand againſt, without - conquering : 
Wretches, whoſe laviſh Souls never felt the ſweet 
Glowings of Liberty ; and who, being ſenſible of the 
Want of it in themſelves, repine at, and envy it in 


Us. Let us do our utmoſt to diſappoint their Deſign, 


or diſclaim the Name of Engliſhmen for ever; not 
doubting, but that God will ſupport our Cauſe, and 
proſper our righteous Anger. Or, if the Meaſure of 
our Iniquities is full, and we are doom'd to ſink, —let 
us fall with the Dignity of that Roman Senate, whom 
the conquering Gauls found fitting in the Capitol, 
when they ſack'd the Imperial City: Or like thoſe 
Fewiſh Prieſts, whom (as Joſepbus informs us) the 
victorious Soldiers of Pompey cou'd not terrify, nor 
drive from their accuſtom'd Duties in the Temple. 


In a Word, —let us nobly ſtruggle for our Conſtitution, 


and triumph ;—or elſe gloriouſly die, together with 
that Liberty, which, whilſt living, we cou'd not pre- 
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